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The Survivors and Activists willing to share their 
stories about the plight of people faith in China and 
the national security implications of the high-tech 
campaign by the Chinese Communist Party to 
eradicate religious identity, as documented in the 
Ambassador Brownback's book China’s War on Faith. 
 
Christian Survivors and Activists 
Peter Xu: Known as the "Billy Graham of China," he is a 
founding father of the "house church" movement. He 
was imprisoned five times between the 1960s and the 
late 1990s for spreading the Gospel. During his 
incarcerations, he endured severe physical torture, such 

as being hung from prison doors for hours, but he viewed his suffering as a way to share in 
the "sufferings of Christ". He eventually emigrated to the United States in 2001. 
 
Pastor Pan Yongguang: The leader of the "Mayflower Church" (Shenzhen Holy Reformed 
Church), he led 64 members of his congregation on a multi-year escape from China 
starting in 2019. After being constantly harassed and monitored by police in Shenzhen, the 
group fled to South Korea and later Thailand. Following a high-stakes standoff with Thai 
immigration officials where they nearly faced deportation back to China, they were granted 
asylum in the U.S. and settled in Texas. 
 
Wang Yi: A prominent human rights lawyer turned Protestant pastor, he led the Early Rain 
Covenant Church. He is often compared to Martin Luther King Jr. for his non-violent 
defiance and outspoken letters condemning the CCP's religious restrictions. In 2018, he 
was arrested and sentenced to nine years in prison for "inciting subversion of state power." 
Even while incarcerated, he is reported to have memorized Scripture and written book 
outlines in his head.  
 
Tibetan Buddhist Survivor 
Arjia Rinpoche: A high-ranking Buddhist lama who was only eight years old when the 
People's Liberation Army raided his monastery in 1958. He was forced into "reeducation" 
and was pressured to denounce his spiritual mentors, including the Panchen Lama. He 
spent decades navigating the CCP's political system while trying to protect Tibetan culture. 
In 1998, he fled to America to avoid being forced to tutor a "false" Panchen Lama selected 
by the Chinese government. 
 
Falun Gong Survivor 



Wang Chunyan: A practitioner of Falun Gong who lost her business, home, and husband 
due to state persecution. She was imprisoned for years and subjected to brutal torture, 
including being beaten by other inmates with iron rods and forced to sit in a fixed position 
for ten hours at a time. She also underwent unexplained blood tests in prison, which she 
later realized were likely for the CCP’s forced organ harvesting program. She eventually 
escaped to Thailand and settled in the U.S. in 2015. 
 
Uyghur Survivors and Activists 
Mihrigul Tursun: A survivor of the Xinjiang concentration camps whose story is described 
as heart-breaking. She was detained three times, during which she was tortured with 
electric shocks while strapped to a chair. Most tragically, while she was in state custody, 
one of her triplet sons died under suspicious circumstances at a government-run hospital. 
She fled to the U.S. in 2018. 
 
Enes Kanter Freedom: A former NBA player of Turkish descent who used his professional 
platform to speak out against the CCP's treatment of Uyghurs and Tibetans. Despite 
warnings from league officials and team owners, he wore customized sneakers with 
messages like "Free Tibet" and "Free Uyghurs" during games. His activism effectively 
ended his basketball career as he was isolated by the league and his team, and he 
currently has a bounty on his head from the Turkish government. 
 
Hong Kong Activist 
Frances Hui: A young activist and journalist who participated in the 2014 Umbrella 
Movement and 2019 pro-democracy protests. She became the first Hong Kong activist to 
receive political asylum in the U.S. after being targeted by the National Security Law. She 
continues to advocate for Hong Kong’s freedom while living under a one-million-dollar 
bounty issued by the Hong Kong police. 
 
Advocacy Figures 
Bob Fu: A former leader in the Tiananmen Square protests and founder of ChinaAid. He 
was a key figure in coordinating the rescue and resettlement of the Mayflower Church in 
the United States. 
 


